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Background 
A set of changes to State statutes related to Accessory Dwelling Units (also known 

as ADUs, granny units, or secondary units) took effect January 1, 2020, and limit 
the ability of local jurisdictions to regulate ADUs. Specifically, any local regulations 

that include more restrictive standards than the State statutes are null and void.  
 

To comply with the new State statutes, the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors 
adopted a Zoning Ordinance Amendment on December 16, 2020 that updated 

general ADU standards to match those of the State statute. Clarifying language was 
also added to Chapter One of the Sacramento County Zoning Code, specifying that 

State ADU regulations override all more restrictive regulations within areas 
governed by Special Planning Area (SPA) and Neighborhood Preservation Area (NPA) 

Ordinances.  
 

1.7.3.A. Controlling Ordinance [AMENDED 1-15-2021] 

1. Where the provisions of this Code differ from the provisions established 
within an area controlled by a project-specific zoning ordinance, the 

regulations of the project- specific zoning ordinance shall control, 

except as specified in 1.7.3.A.2. 
2. Language of this Code shall supersede any more restrictive language 

within Titles IV, V, and VI regarding Accessory Dwelling Units or Junior 
Accessory Dwelling Units. 

Applicable ADU Standards 
This memo is to inform property owners and any other interested parties that the 
regulations found in this SPA or NPA document related to ADUs, if more restrictive 

than the State statute, shall be void. Further, the standards found in the Sacramento 

County Zoning Code, Sections 3.2.5, 3.9.3.D, and 5.4.5.B are to be utilized for 
determining zoning compliance.  
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