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Date: November 15 and 16, 2016 Time: 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

Location: 3821 41st Ave., Sacramento, CA and 6050 Watt Ave., North Highlands, CA 

Subject: Summary of Comments from Public Workshops, Round #1 

Project: Sacramento County Climate Action Plan: Communitywide Greenhouse Gas Reduction and Climate 
Change Adaptation (Communitywide CAP) 

 
Sacramento County held two public workshops on the County’s climate action planning process. The 
attendees were asked to share ideas and provide feedback on what the County should consider in the 
climate action plan. The two workshops were at the following venues: 

November 15, 2016 
6-8 p.m. 
Louise Perez Resource Center 
3821 41st Ave., Sacramento, CA 

November 16, 2016 
6-8 p.m. 
F.C. Joyce Elementary 
6050 Watt Ave., North Highlands, CA 

The following is a summary of the comments provided by attendees at both the November 15th and 16th 
public workshops organized by topics. This includes comments provided during the large group discussion as 
taken by the facilitation team as well as those written on notepads during the open house. Photos of the 
comments as written down at the workshops are included in the appendix. Additionally, two sets of 
comments were provided at the workshops in a written form, and are also included in the appendix.  

LAND USE 
 Reduce sprawl with an urban limit line (per the discussion at the meeting, Sacramento County has an 

“Urban Services Boundary” which is used to limit where urban development might be located). 

TRANSPORTATION 
 Transit connectivity: 

 East/West and North/South. 

 Franklin Blvd. 

 Increased school service. 

 Increased evening/weekend. 

 Reduced fares. 

 Consider unbanked people when providing access for transit payment systems, tax credits, etc. 

 Prioritize active transportation investments in disadvantaged communities. 

 Plan to use space freed up by autonomous vehicles for housing density, parks, and transit! 
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 Bike lanes with high visibility.  

 Provide bike helmet access to residents. 

 Transit between cities. 

 Connectivity for bikes. 

 Provide signal light detection for bicycles. 

 What are transportation plans after Measure B defeat? How can we help? 

ENERGY 
 Challenges to address energy consumption and renewable energy installations for residences include 

bad roofs, electrical boxes that can’t support solar panels, and other structure issues. Create a 
subsidized weatherization/home improvement loan program which is paid back when a home is sold or 
refinanced.  

 The County should encourage more electric vehicle use: 

 Encourage employee electric vehicle use as well as changing the fleet to more electric vehicles. 

 Provide electric vehicle parking/charging at work. 

 Provide incentives to allow low-income residents to pay for electric vehicles. 

 Incentivize rooftop solar and reduce the difficulty of the permitting process. 

 Look at example communities which are “energy neutral”. Consider making Sacramento County an 
energy neutral community. 

 Encourage signups for SMUD’s Greenergy program. 

 Consider how much fuel is brought into the County and used and what the potential emissions from such 
fuel would be. 

 Improve and make the electrical grid more efficient. 

WATER 
 Consider the amount of consumption of water to produce electricity and goods.  

 Install water meters. 

SOLID WASTE 
 Prioritize food recovery/donation and source reduction before composting. 

 Allow food waste to be collected into yard waste containers. 

 County should put a zero-waste goal in place. 
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AGRICULTURE/LANDSCAPING/OTHER 
 Consider the importance of protecting farmland. Look at where easements are expiring and make sure 

those lands are protected. 

 Consider how the County can provide for tree maintenance so that trees are kept healthy and don’t need 
to be removed. A better tree maintenance program would encourage more tree planting. 

 Provide funding for tree maintenance. 

 Provide for ways to remove grass more easily with less regulations. (per discussion at the meeting, there 
is a resource available for people interested in removing their lawn: “Kiss your Grass Goodbye” – Sarah 
Sutton) 

 Agriculture is vulnerable to climate change due to temperature changes, heat, flooding, etc. In addition, 
it can capture greenhouse gases.  

 Focus on soil management.  

 Provide resources to farmers. 

 Urban agriculture. 

 Farmland conservation. 

 Incentivize local food markets and local production/distribution centers. 

 Incentivize soil management practices for farmers (cover crops, mulch, rotation, reduced till, etc.) 

 Promote use of compost versus synthetic fertilizers. 

 Streamline state model landscape water ordinance compliance for lawn removal. 

 Promote dairy digesters. 

 Funding for collection services, not just for composting/anaerobic digestion (AD) infrastructure, 
especially for rural communities. 

 More community gardens. 

 Replace grass with fake turf or support other methods to convert lawn. 

 Reintegrate Class 1 agricultural soils into food production. 

ADAPTATION  
 Hot droughts are harder to deal with than colder droughts.  

 Incorporate systematic methods of addressing neighborhoods for measures such as tree cover and 
complete streets; don’t wait until something new is built to address these issues. 

 Prioritize measures that both reduce GHG emissions and facilitate climate adaptation  
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 Address and reduce urban heat islands: 

 Encourage cool roofs. 

 More greening. 

 Promote urban greening. 

 This would address personal health. 

 Provide community engagement on this issue. 

 Provide cooling centers where people want to go. One example was to equip bus shelters with shade 
structures, power outlets, radios, and other tools that would make them more helpful/desirable in an 
emergency. 

 Consider how urbanization may increase flooding risk. 

 Consider the longer-term effects of climate change (don’t just look at the next 90 years).  

 Address sea level rise. 

LOW-INCOME AND DISADVANTAGED COMMUNITIES 
 The County should apply for funding and use Cap-and-Trade funds to help low-income residents.  

 Help low-income residents use available programs. 

 Focus resources and prioritize disadvantaged and low-income communities. 

GENERAL 
 Coordinate the climate action planning process with service providers such as SMUD and the water 

districts. 

 Consider neighborhood scale planning. Use targeted planning and measures at multiple geographic 
scales. 

 Re-enforce co-benefits of measures which provide for adaptation or mitigation as well as economic, 
social, health, or other benefits. 

 Address the tension of multiple goals: cost, climate change, economy, etc. 

 Consider the short-term costs in relationship to long-term savings and community resiliency. 

 What about local cities? Are they making plans? 

 Who will pay for costs? 

 Support local development of goods. 
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 The County should make “bad” HOA rules illegal or work with HOAs to remove rules that are not helpful, 
such as: 

 Not allowing “cool” roofs. 

 Requiring green lawns. 

 Use a consumption based inventory approach. 

 Encourage a plant-based diet. 

 Incorporate an overarching policy/strategy for including climate change considerations in all County 
actions (i.e., Measure B, Tree Protection, etc.) 

 Label groceries with carbon dioxide used per pound of product (carbon intensity information next to 
nutrition label). 

OUTREACH/EDUCATION 
 Conduct an aggressive educational campaign to market climate adaptation and climate change 

mitigation strategies. Project that it is urgent to act and don’t “soft pedal” the importance of the need to 
act. Consider the following techniques: 

 Public service announcements. 

 Pamphlets. 

 Setting up tables at community events. 

 School programs. 

 Inform residents about carbon fee and dividend programs. 

 Schools should teach climate change. Maybe the County could provide a liaison to charter schools to 
help them create educational programs. 

 More education and awareness. 

 Work with credit card companies to provide residents with a monthly statement showing pounds of 
emissions per day per person to inform how they could reduce their emissions. This would be real-time 
data that would help educate people and inform them on how to reduce. See Appendix for letter which 
further explains this idea. 

 Use social media to inform the public about the climate action planning process as well as after to keep 
them informed about strategies and measures. 

 Provide better alerts to let people know that the climate action planning process is happening and that it 
exists. Use social media as one tool. 
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