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To work with stakeholders to advocate for responsible use and 
management of Mather Field resources.  

 
January 29, 2017 
 
 
Ms. Catherine Hack 
Environmental Coordinator 
Department of Community Development 
Planning and Environment Review Division 
827 7th Street, Room 225 
Sacramento  CA  94814 
 
RE:  Revised Notice of Preparation of a Draft Environmental Impact Report for the Mather South 
Community Master Plan (PLNP2013-00065) (“RNOP”) 
 
Dear Ms. Hack: 
 
As an interested party in the above-stated RNOP, the Mather Alliance respectfully submits the following 
comments regarding this RNOP for consideration. The Mather Alliance serves as members of the Mather 
Stakeholder Group (MSG), which is an entity formed according to the Sacramento County Board of 
Supervisor’s directive on September 16, 2015. MSG’s mission is to work toward reaching maximum 
agreement on advisory recommendations to the Sacramento County Board of Supervisors for future 
land use planning at Mather Field.   
 
Environmental Campus Zoning 
A Commercial and Offices designation, despite proposed restrictive wording in the development 
agreement, would lower the approval bar and create an incentive for future developers to attempt to 
change the intent of the Specific and Master Plan from an environmental education campus to a more 
traditional commercial development. This would not align with the MSG agreement to preserve the 
character of Mather Field's natural setting and intentional use to promote environmental education. 
 
The Revised Project Description in the NOP (page NOP-3) states, "Because this [the environmental 
center] is a unique use, it does not fit neatly within the existing Sacramento County General Plan land 
use categories. Therefore, the Environmental Education Campus area is proposed to have a General Plan 
land use designation of Commercial and Offices because this designation allows for a broad range of 
land uses that are generally consistent with the Environmental Education Campus vision.” 
 
The description of the Public/Quasi-Public designation in the General Plan is as follows:  
 
"The Public/Quasi-Public designation establishes areas for uses such as education, solid and liquid waste 
disposal, and cemeteries. This designation identifies public and quasi-public areas that are of significant 
size, under county jurisdiction, regional in scope, specified by state law, or have significant land use 
impacts. Some facilities (e.g., elementary schools and fire stations) are too small or numerous to show 
on the land use diagram, but may be identified on other diagrams in theplan." 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mather-Neighborhood-Alliance/821468774610697?fref=ts
https://www.change.org/p/friends-of-mather-preserve-mather-neighborhood-alliance-sacramento-county-preserve-mather-wetlands-and-endangered-wildlife
https://twitter.com/Mather_Alliance
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We believe the proposed 28-acre environmental education center meets all of the public/quasi-public 
criteria. The acreage is certainly large enough. Public ownership is not a requirement, nor is being under 
county jurisdiction. The very inclusion of the term "quasi-public" suggests that. If a private university 
would qualify as public/quasi-public designation in the prior Mather plan, certainly a regional 
environmental center should qualify also. The Sacramento Board of Supervisors has discretion in 
interpreting consistency issues with General Plan designations. We believe that the Board can easily 
make the determination that the proposed regional environmental center is consistent with a 
Public/quasi-public land use designation.  
 
We realize a Commercial and Office designation could offer a developer a higher monetary value than 
public/quasi-public designated land, but protecting the intended use of this parcel to promote its 
natural, cultural, educational, societal, and ecological value aligns more closely with the MSG’s vision 
and agreements.  
 
We strongly urge that the project description be changed to identify the parcel for the Environmental 
Campus for a public/quasi-public General Plan Land Use Designation. At a very minimum, the project 
description and environmental document analysis should advertise and evaluate the environmental 
impact of both options to maintain Board discretion during the approval process.  
 
Reinstating Zinfandel Road to the Original Name Eagle’s Nest Road 
Although this RNOP does not include road naming, the Mather Alliance considers this RNOP regarding 
the future of the Mather South Community as an appropriate platform to request to reinstate Eagle’s 
Nest Road within the Mather South community.  The road that provides one of the entrances into the 
Independence at Mather community, south from Douglas Avenue, was originally named Eagle’s Nest 
Road for many decades.  In 2013, Sacramento County renamed Eagle’s Nest Road to Zinfandel Drive 
without public outreach. We request that Sacramento County reinstate the Zinfandel Road to Eagle’s 
Nest Road within the Mather South community for the following reasons: 

1) To capture the essence of Mather’s nature preserve landscape.  
2) The name Eagle’s Nest Road gives motorists who will drive through the Mather South community a 

heightened awareness that they should drive with caution through this specially-protected nature 
preserve to minimize the adverse impacts on the preserve’s wildlife.  We assert that if the County 
retains the name Zinfandel Road, drivers will drive more aggressively to reach their destination 
because they associate the road as a north-south thoroughfare to and from Highway 50. 

 
We appreciate this opportunity to comment on this RNOP and the effort Sacramento County staff makes 
to include the community to influence the decisions it makes for the Mather South Community Master 
Plan.  We believe that through this process, we can minimize the adverse effects that the project may 
have on the community and environment.   Thank you for considering our comments. 
 
Sincerely, 

 David Nahigian 
David Nahigian on behalf of the Mather Alliance 
916.202.4108 
matheralliance.org 
 

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Mather-Neighborhood-Alliance/821468774610697?fref=ts
https://www.change.org/p/friends-of-mather-preserve-mather-neighborhood-alliance-sacramento-county-preserve-mather-wetlands-and-endangered-wildlife
https://twitter.com/Mather_Alliance
http://www.matheralliance.org/
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February	  7,	  2017	  
	  
	  
Catherine	  Hack	  
Environmental	  Coordinator	  
Department	  of	  Community	  Development	  
Planning	  and	  Environment	  Review	  Division	  
827	  7th	  Street,	  Room	  225	  
Sacramento	  	  CA	  	  94814	  
	  
RE:	  	  Revised	  Notice	  of	  Preparation	  of	  a	  Draft	  Environmental	  Impact	  Report	  for	  the	  Mather	  South	  
Community	  Master	  Plan,	  PLNP2013-‐00065	  
	  
Dear	  Ms.	  Hack:	  
	  
As	  an	  interested	  party	  in	  the	  above-‐referenced	  project,	  I’d	  like	  to	  take	  this	  opportunity	  to	  
acknowledge	  the	  efforts	  of	  Lewis	  Planned	  Communities,	  the	  Planning	  Department,	  and	  other	  offices	  
of	  the	  County	  in	  the	  Mather	  Field	  Stakeholder	  process	  that	  has	  transpired	  over	  the	  last	  year.	  	  This	  
collaborative	  approach	  has	  improved	  plans	  for	  this	  project	  and	  promises	  reduction	  of	  many	  of	  its	  
environmental	  impacts.	  	  
	  
I	  respectfully	  submit	  the	  following	  comments	  regarding	  this	  RNOP	  for	  your	  consideration	  in	  the	  
hopes	  that	  the	  Revised	  EIR	  for	  this	  project	  mighty	  consider	  and	  recommend	  the	  mitigation	  measure	  
described	  herein	  to	  reduce	  the	  impact	  of	  projected	  vehicle	  traffic	  on	  special	  status	  species	  and	  
habitat	  at	  and	  near	  Mather	  Field.	  
	  
This	  project	  and	  those	  proposed	  to	  the	  south	  of	  Kiefer	  Boulevard	  will	  bring	  more	  traffic	  and	  its	  
associated	  impacts	  of	  noise,	  vibration,	  dust,	  and	  pollutants	  on	  special	  status	  species	  and	  vernal	  pool	  
habitat	  in	  the	  vicinity	  of	  Zinfandel	  Drive.	  	  While	  the	  lands	  north	  of	  Douglas	  Road	  along	  Zinfandel	  
Drive	  are	  urbanized	  and	  no	  longer	  provide	  habitat	  for	  native	  species,	  Douglas	  Road	  marks	  the	  
northern	  boundary	  of	  a	  critical	  wildlife	  connecting	  corridor	  for	  the	  South	  Sacramento	  Habitat	  
Conservation	  Plan	  (SSHCP)	  and	  vernal	  pool	  resources	  within	  the	  USFWS	  designated	  Mather	  Core	  
Recovery	  Area.	  	  More	  projects	  are	  planned	  for	  south	  of	  Kiefer	  Boulevard	  and	  Zinfandel	  Drive	  is	  
expected	  to	  pass	  through	  and/or	  adjacent	  to	  preserve	  lands	  contiguous	  with	  the	  Mather	  Field	  
Preserve.	  
	  
The	  Mather	  Stakeholder	  process	  identified	  the	  need	  to	  create	  a	  new	  special	  roadway	  designation	  
and	  specifications	  for	  roads	  passing	  through	  or	  adjacent	  to	  habitat	  preserves.	  	  We	  called	  this	  new	  
type	  of	  road	  a	  Preserve	  Paseo.	  	  Such	  roads	  may	  incorporate	  various	  traffic	  calming	  measures	  to	  
slow	  the	  speed	  of	  traffic,	  as	  well	  as	  signage	  to	  alert	  drivers	  that	  they	  are	  passing	  through	  preserve	  
lands	  set	  aside	  for	  the	  protection	  of	  rare	  and	  endangered	  species	  and	  habitats.	  	  Any	  actions	  and	  
standards	  that	  simply	  serve	  to	  slow	  the	  speed	  of	  traffic,	  will	  decrease	  the	  noise,	  vibration	  and	  dust	  
impacts	  on	  vernal	  pool	  species.	  	  This	  is	  easy	  mitigation	  with	  ancillary	  benefits	  for	  the	  residents	  of	  
the	  new	  project.	  
	  
Reinstating	  the	  Name	  of	  Eagle’s	  Nest	  Road	  	  
Such	  a	  Preserve	  Paseo	  is	  envisioned	  by	  stakeholders	  as	  a	  desirable	  alternative	  to	  the	  type	  of	  road	  
that	  exists	  as	  Zinfandel	  Drive	  north	  of	  Douglas	  Road.	  As	  this	  RNOP	  attempts	  to	  identify	  and	  mitigate	  
the	  impacts	  of	  this	  project	  and	  the	  roads	  that	  serve	  it,	  this	  is	  the	  appropriate	  time	  to	  assess	  the	  
impacts	  of	  traffic	  associated	  with	  extending	  Zinfandel	  Drive	  to	  serve	  projects	  within	  the	  Mather	  
South	  Community.	  	  It	  seems	  appropriate	  to	  suggest	  at	  this	  time	  that	  the	  document	  consider	  the	  
potential	  mitigating	  effect	  of	  reverting	  to	  the	  original	  name	  of	  Zinfandel	  Drive,	  which	  was	  Eagle’s	  
Nest	  Road.	  	  	  
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From	  its	  intersection	  with	  Douglas	  Road	  to	  its	  southern	  terminus,	  the	  name	  Eagle’s	  Nest	  Road	  has	  
long	  been	  associated	  with	  the	  historically	  rural	  nature	  of	  this	  region.	  	  If	  the	  name	  Eagle’s	  Nest	  Road	  
were	  reinstated	  south	  of	  Douglas	  Road,	  the	  change	  of	  name	  would	  serve	  to	  alert	  drivers	  that	  they	  
are	  entering	  a	  Go-‐Slow	  Nature	  Area,	  facilitating	  the	  mental	  shift	  (and	  gear	  shift)	  from	  a	  Zinfandel	  
freeway	  on-‐ramp	  to	  a	  slower,	  rural	  road	  that	  passes	  through	  nature.	  	  Such	  a	  natural	  Preserve	  Paseo	  
creates	  a	  welcome	  relief	  from	  urban	  tensions	  and	  a	  reason	  to	  slow	  down,	  smell	  the	  flowers,	  and	  
watch	  out	  for	  wildlife.	  	  	  All	  of	  these	  actions	  benefit	  the	  wildlife	  that	  the	  Mather	  Field	  Preserve	  is	  
intended	  to	  protect.	  
	  
Whereas	  the	  name	  Zinfandel	  Drive	  is	  relatively	  recent	  (2013),	  this	  recent	  name	  change	  has	  not	  
affected	  the	  addresses	  of	  people	  south	  of	  Douglas	  Road.	  Therefore,	  this	  is	  an	  appropriate	  
opportunity	  to	  consider	  ending	  the	  roadway	  named	  Zinfandel	  Drive	  at	  Douglas	  Road	  for	  the	  
purposes	  of	  mitigating	  the	  effects	  of	  high	  speeds	  on	  adjacent	  habitat.	  	  	  	  
	  
For	  these	  reasons	  I	  believe	  the	  Revised	  EIR	  for	  this	  project	  should	  consider	  the	  benefits	  of	  reverting	  
back	  to	  the	  name	  Eagle’s	  Nest	  Road,	  to	  mitigate	  the	  impacts	  of	  projects	  within	  the	  project	  area	  of	  
this	  RNOP	  as	  well	  as	  future	  impacts	  of	  the	  projects	  proposed	  south	  of	  Mather	  Field.	  
	  
Thank	  you	  for	  giving	  this	  your	  consideration	  as	  you	  prepare	  the	  EIR	  for	  this	  project.	  	  
	  

Truly	  yours,	  	  
	  

	  
	  
Eva	  S.	  Butler	   	  

	  



 

  

February 3, 2017 
 
Catherine Hack 
Sacramento County 
Department of Community Development 
Planning and Environmental Review Division 
827 7th Street, Room 225 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
CEQA@saccounty.net  
 
Subject:  Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 

(DEIR) for the Mather South Community Master Plan  
(Project No. PLNP2013-00065 / Clearinghouse No. 2014062087) 

 
Dear Ms. Hack: 
 
The Sacramento Municipal Utility District (SMUD) appreciates the opportunity to provide 
comments on the Notice of Preparation (NOP) of a Draft Environmental Impact Report 
(DEIR) for the Mather South Community Master Plan (Project No. PLNP2013-00065 / 
Clearinghouse No. 2014062087).  SMUD is the primary energy provider for Sacramento 
County and the proposed Project area.  SMUD’s vision is to empower our customers 
with solutions and options that increase energy efficiency, protect the environment, 
reduce global warming, and lower the cost to serve our region.  As a Responsible 
Agency, SMUD aims to ensure that the proposed Project limits the potential for 
significant environmental effects on SMUD facilities, employees, and customers.   
 
It is our desire that the DEIR for the Mather South Community Master Plan will 
acknowledge any Project impacts related to the following:  
 

• Existing 12 kV near or along Zinfandel Drive. 
• Existing 12 kV along the north side of Kiefer Boulevard. 

 
Based on the land use information provided (NOP, page NOP-12), the revised 
estimated demand for the Mather South Master Plan Project is 24 MW.  The alternative 
land use plan does not change the sub-transmission (69 kV) and distribution substation 
requirements articulated in our previous letter, dated July 25, 2014.  
 
The map below, is excerpted from the NOP (page NOP-11), and identifies future sub-
transmission (69 kV) routes and a distribution substation site.  Potential alternate 
locations for these assets are also represented. Future sub-transmission (69 kV) and 
distribution substation electrical requirements are also enumerated below. 
   

• A new distribution substation in the vicinity of Environmental Campus (EC), 
Commercial/Retail (COMM1), and Residential (PA13) or an alternate site in 

mailto:CEQA@saccounty.net


  

the vicinity of Residential (PA6, PA15, and PA17a). The exact site location 
and dimensions will be negotiated between the Applicant and SMUD.  

• Installation of a new sub-transmission (69 kV) electrical line along the east 
side of Zinfandel Drive.  The Applicant-proposed alternate route along the 
east side of the Project area is acceptable if the Applicant installs and 
maintains an access road at their cost per SMUD requirements 

• Installation of a new sub-transmission (69 kV) electrical line along Kiefer 
Boulevard. 

• Additional new sub-transmission (69 kV) electrical lines may be required 
depending upon where the new electrical substation is sited. 

• All sub-transmission electrical lines will be routed overhead in an easement 
outside the rights-of-way of on-site Project streets.  For the sub-transmission 
69 kV lines, a 20-foot easement is required. 

• The owners/Applicants must disclose to future/potential owners the existing 
and proposed 69 kV lines and substations. 
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As a Responsible Agency, SMUD also requests that the following issues be considered 
during the Project design and planning and any associated impacts be considered in the 
DEIR: 
 

• The Applicant shall dedicate a 12.5-foot public utility easement for 
underground facilities and appurtenances adjacent to all public street rights-of-
ways. 

• The Applicant shall dedicate any private drive, ingress and egress easement, 
or Irrevocable Offer of Dedication (and 10-feet adjacent thereto) as a public 
utility easement for (overhead and) underground facilities and appurtenances. 
All access roads shall meet minimum SMUD requirements for access roads.   

• The Applicant shall dedicate and provide all-weather vehicular access for 
service vehicles that are up to 26,000 pounds. At a minimum: (a) the drivable 
surface shall be 20-feet wide; and (b) all SMUD underground equipment and 
appurtenances shall be within 15-feet from the drivable surface. 

• The Applicant shall not place any building foundations within 5-feet of any 
SMUD trench to maintain adequate trench integrity. The Applicant shall verify 
specific clearance requirements for other utilities (e.g., Gas, Telephone, etc.). 

• All structural setbacks shall be a minimum of 14-feet from the edge of the 
roadway right-of-way. Structural setbacks less than 14-feet shall require the 
Applicant to conduct a pre-engineering meeting with all utilities to ensure 
proper clearances are maintained. 

• The Applicant shall not alter existing SMUD facilities on the subject property. If 
the Applicant requires the relocation or removal of existing SMUD facilities, the 
Applicant shall coordinate with SMUD. The Applicant shall be responsible for 
the cost of relocation or removal. 

• SMUD reserves the right to use any portion of its easements on or adjacent to 
the subject property that it reasonably needs and shall not be responsible for 
any damages to the developed property within said easement that 
unreasonably interferes with those needs. 

• Any necessary future SMUD facilities located on the Applicant’s property shall 
require a dedicated SMUD easement. This will be determined prior to SMUD 
performing work on the Applicant’s property. 

SMUD would like to be involved with discussing the above areas of interest as well as 
discussing any other potential issues.  We aim to be partners in the efficient and 
sustainable delivery of the proposed Project.  Please ensure that the information 
included in this response is conveyed to the Project planners and the appropriate 
Project proponents.   



  

Environmental leadership is a core value of SMUD and we look forward to collaborating 
with you on this Project. Again, we appreciate the opportunity to provide input on this 
DEIR.  If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Rob Ferrera at 
rob.ferrera@smud.org or (916) 732-6676. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Angela C. McIntire 
Regional & Local Government Affairs  
Sacramento Municipal Utility District 
6301 S Street, Mail Stop A313 
Sacramento, CA 95817 
angela.mcintire@smud.org  
 
Cc:  Rob Ferrera, SMUD 
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United States Department of the Interior 
BUREAU OF RECLAMA nON 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

CC-400 
ENV-6.00 

. Ms. Catherine Hack 
Environmental Coordinator 

Mid-Pacific Region 
Central California Area Office 

7794 Folsom Dam Road 
Folsom, CA 95630-1799 

FEB 1 4 2017 

Department of Community Development 
Planning and Environmental Review Division 
827 7th Street, Room 225 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Subject: Mather South Community Master Plan Environmental Impact Report Notice of 
Preparation Response 

Dear Ms. Hack: 

The Bureau of Reclamation, Central California Area Office (CCAO) has a direct interest in this 
project as the applicant is proposing a multi-modal bridge crossing over the Folsom South Canal, 
which is owned and operated by Reclamation. Please contact our office to schedule a meeting to 
discuss this proposed action, including potential impacts to Reclamation' s infrastructure. 

Mr. Scott Moore, Realty Specialist, is the point of contact for land use authorizations on CCAO 
lands. He can be reached at 916-989-7177 or e-mail psmoore@usbr.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Drew F. Lessard 
Area Manager 
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